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Overview 
This Tax Alert provides the 2021 North Carolina county tier designations and 
the county average wages for the purposes of North Carolina’s economic 
development incentive programs.  The Development Tier Designation statute 
(N.C Code § 143B-437.08) provides specific guidelines for calculating annual 
tier rankings. This process assigns each county to a designation of Tier One 
(most distressed), Tier Two, or Tier Three (least distressed). 

 
 

 

Designations and county average wage 
 
The tables below provide each county’s tier designation as well as county-
average private sector wages for 2021.1 Bold lettering indicates that the county 
changed tiers from 2020 and the arrows indicate which direction the county 
moved in distress ranking. 

http://www2.deloitte.com/us/en.html


 

The counties listed below moved to a more distressed Tier in 2021.  Any new 
job creation or capital investment activity anticipated in these counties should 
be evaluated for discretionary incentive eligibility based on the new Tier 
designation. 

• Alexander, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Davie, Haywood, 
Hoke, New Hanover, Randolph, and Rowan 

 
Considerations 
 
The North Carolina county development tier designations and county average 
wage can have a significant effect on the evaluation of new projects creating 
jobs within a county that are seeking incentive benefits.  Please reach out to 
the professionals listed below as they are monitoring these changes and will 
have more details about the designations and their effect on North Carolina’s 
discretionary incentive programs.  These programs include but are not limited 
to the Jobs Development Investment Grant, One North Carolina Fund, and 
Building Reuse and Building Demolition programs. 

 
Get in touch 
Christine Spratley 
Charlie Ruby 
Kenan Gay 
Kristen Hogan 
 

 

mailto:cspratley@deloitte.com
mailto:charlesruby@deloitte.com
mailto:kgay@deloitte.com
mailto:krhogan@deloitte.com


   
 

 

Footnotes 
1 2021 NC Tiers memo  
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