
Our Audit Quality Advisory 
Council (AQAC) comprises 
eminent representatives 
from a cross-section of 
disciplines. The members of 
our AQAC bring perspectives 
based on their current and 
prior leadership roles and 
experiences. Our senior 
leadership regularly meets 
with our AQAC throughout the 
year to discuss a wide range of 
current issues relevant to audit 
quality and the future of the 
profession. Current members 
of our AQAC are:
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Kecia Williams Smith — Dr. Smith is an Associate Professor 
and Dean of the Willie A. Deese College of Business and  
Economics at North Carolina A&T State University. She 
has over 25 years of experience driving strategic results in 
public accounting, audit regulation, and academia. Dr. Smith 
previously served on the PCAOB Standards and Emerging 

Issues Advisory Group and the Government Accountability Office Accountability 
Advisory Council. Dr. Smith is a nationally prominent leader in accounting, having 
been named one of the nation’s Most Powerful Women in Accounting in 2022. 

Prat Bhatt — Mr. Bhatt serves on the Governing Board of 
the Center for Audit Quality, the Board of Trustees of the 
Financial Accounting Foundation, and several public company 
boards, where he chairs the audit committees. He has  
extensive leadership experience, having previously served  
as senior vice president and chief accounting officer at  

Cisco. Mr. Bhatt has previously served as Chair of Financial Executives  
International’s (FEI) Committee on Corporate Reporting, member of the  
Financial Accounting Standards Advisory Council of the FASB, member of  
the PCAOB Standing Advisory Group, Chair of the Board of FEI, amongst  
other roles. Mr. Bhatt began his career with Ernst & Young as an auditor.

Laura Phillips — Ms. Phillips is an Advisory Member of Financial 
Executive International’s Committee on Corporate Reporting 
and a member of the PCAOB Standards and Emerging Issues 
Advisory Group. She has more than 30 years of diverse business 
experience, including controllerships and other senior leadership 
roles at General Motors, Brown-Forman, Google, and Covetrus. 

She is a former Deputy Chief Auditor of the PCAOB, during which time she  
helped develop the PCAOB’s standards implementing the internal control audit 
requirements established by the Sarbanes-Oxley Act. Ms. Phillips began her career 
with Ernst & Young as an auditor, including four years in the firm’s National office.
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