
Strategies for 
enhancing 
prevention in child 
welfare

Technology can help staff make critical 
decisions about the safety and well-being  
of children



Introduction

For decades, federal child welfare funding has prioritized foster care placement 

over prevention. Today, states have access to policy levers, funding streams, 

evidence-based programs, and advanced data analytics, and are increasingly 

shifting their focus to preventing child maltreatment and unnecessary foster 

care placements—and seeing real, positive impacts on children, families, and 

communities. States have only just begun to scratch the surface on using policy, 

data, and technology to drive transformational change that  

prioritizes prevention. 




Prevention of child maltreatment, promoting child safety, and strengthening 

families is a shared responsibility. Child welfare agencies recognize that lasting 

change requires collaboration across child- and family-serving systems, 

community partners, and the public. Enhanced data sharing and cross-system 

partnerships are essential for effective policy decisions, implementation, and 

evaluation of prevention strategies.
 


Recent policy changes and funding opportunities have given agencies options 

to expand the array of services for children and families and modernize 

technology. Data analytics, process improvements, and technology upgrades 

can strengthen prevention efforts, increase efficiency, and ultimately improve 

long-term outcomes for children and families.




With the implementation of the 

 and the , state 

agencies have unprecedented opportunities to transform child welfare. These 

initiatives are expanding services, modernizing operations, and fostering 

collaboration. 


Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA), enacted in 2018, prompted Title IV-

E agencies to consider and make significant decisions about policy and 

investments in prevention services. These decisions also impact how states 

provide services, support their workforce, and engage with other child- and 

family-serving agencies.


 


Several Title IV-E agencies are operating approved 5-year IV-E prevention plans 

and nearing the timeline to submit another 5-year plan. Some states have 

made amendments to their plans as new programs have been approved by the 

Title IV-E Clearinghouse and as they have increased their capacity to provide 

eligible services. As states consider their next 5-year Title IV-E prevention plan, 

states can assess the impact of implementation to date and consider potential 

changes to modify their plans with new eligible prevention services or changes 

to whom and where they provide IV-E prevention services.

Comprehensive Child Welfare Information 

System (CCWIS) Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA)

In January 2025, the bipartisan Protecting America’s Children by Strengthening 

Families Act, which reauthorized and made changes to Title IV-B, provided 

additional funding and flexibility for Title IV-B programs. This provides 

additional tools states can use to achieve their goals for preventing child 

maltreatment and unnecessary foster care placements.  

 


The new funding opportunities and policy changes that came with FFPSA and 

Protecting America’s Children by Strengthening Families Act are happening at 

the same time as many states are considering and making significant changes 

to modernize their information systems and move from a Statewide 

Automated Child Welfare Information System (SACWIS) to CCWIS. States 

implementing CCWIS can design and use the enhanced information system 

and technology to strengthen how they collect and utilize robust data to 

inform policy decisions to further advance and monitor progress towards 

prevention goals. For example, CCWIS can include dashboards and reports 

enhancing visibility of prevention data and the experiences of children and 

families in the child welfare system to inform decisions and ongoing 

continuous quality improvement. Advanced analytics can help inform efforts 

about the existing service array and community strengths and needs across 

geographic areas, age, and other factors and help inform decision makers 

about resource gaps, resource allocation, and policy decisions.  

“States have only just begun to scratch the 
surface on using policy, data, and 
technology to drive transformational 
change that prioritizes prevention.”
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/training-technical-assistance/ccwis-status
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/training-technical-assistance/ccwis-status
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/data/status-submitted-title-iv-e-prevention-program-five-year-plans


Data-informed decision-making 
can enhance policy decisions & 
implementation

Collaboration is critical to 
successful policy development & 
implementation

“Timely information sharing and data analytics that 
transcend the boundaries of specific programs or 
agency jurisdiction can improve child welfare 
prevention efforts and support the management of 
limited resources and increase child safety and 
family well-being outcomes.”
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“ServiceMatch uses AI and analytics to 
analyze risk and safety assessment data to 
identify the types of services and supports 
needed, and then populates available local 
contracted and community services and 
supports to address a child's or family's 
needs.”
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Core strategies to advance 
prevention efforts
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 Title IV-B was increased by $75 million annually beginning in FY 2026 through the Protecting America’s Children by 

Strengthening Families Act.
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