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The Irish Government has launched four 

funds totalling €4 billion in the National 

Development Plan (NDP) for the period to 

2027 to support Project Ireland 2040 across 

urban regeneration & development, rural 

development, disruptive technologies and 

climate action, which are planned to leverage 

investment from other sources and to assist 

Ireland meeting the objectives set out in the 

National Planning Framework (NPF).
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The URDF is available to support compact 
growth and sustainable development of 
Ireland’s five cities and other large urban 
areas. The URDF is accessible based on 
a competitive process for projects of at 
least €2m in value to enable projects that 
would not otherwise occur and that will 
likely leverage significant further public and 
private sector investment.

The URDF is a multi-annual fund and 
applications are sought for ready to go 

projects that require funding from 2019 in 
addition to projects that require further 
development for funding later. €550m is 
allocated in the NDP to 2022, including 
€100m for expenditure in 2019.

The fund is aligned to the objectives of the 
NPF and is designed to promote a greater 
proportion of residential and commercial 
development supported by infrastructure, 
services and amenities within the existing 
footprint of urban areas.

Proposals for funding must be led by a 
public body; however, collaboration with 
the private sector is encouraged. The fund 
will provide up to 75% of the total project 
value, with at least 25% to be provided in 
matching contributions by the applicants.

Urban Regeneration 
and Development 
Fund (URDF)

Allocation in the NDP to 2027: €2 billion
Submission deadline date under current call for proposals: 28th September 2018
Responsible Department: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government
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In parallel to the URDF, a fund will also be 
available to support the renewal of small 
towns, villages and outlying rural areas, as 
part of Project Ireland 2040. Certain towns 
with a population of 10,000 or less that are 
listed as being eligible to apply for urban 
funding may also consider applying under 
the rural fund, however these towns may 
not apply to both funds. Initial funding of 
€315m is allocated to the fund over the 
period 2019 to 2022.

The fund is aligned to the National Strategic 
Outcomes set out in the NPF and NDP. 
Activities that can be supported include, 
amongst others, projects that tackle 
infrastructural deficiencies, address 
building vacancy, improve accessibility or 
enhance public facilities.

Proposals under the fund must 
demonstrate a collaborative approach 
between two or more organisations, 

with the fund open to Local Authorities, 
Local Development Companies, State 
agencies, other Government Departments, 
philanthropic funders, the private sector 
and communities.

As a general rule, the fund will provide 
up to 75% of the total project value, with 
at least 25% to be provided in matching 
contributions.

Rural Regeneration 
and Development 
Fund (RRDF)

Allocation in the NDP to 2027: €1 billion
Submission deadline date under current call for proposals: 27th September 2018
Responsible Department: Department of Rural and Community Development
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The DTIF is designed to support enterprises
in Ireland to collaborate on research 
and other activities to promote the 
development and exploitation of disruptive 
technologies that combine technology and 
business model innovation. The DTIF has 
an initial Exchequer allocation of €180m to
2022. 

The fund is designed to assist in achieving 
the National Strategic Objectives set 
out in Project Ireland 2040, in particular 
focussing on a strong economy supported 
by enterprise, innovation and skills. The 
amount of funding sought by a project 
or collaborative partnership should be at 
least €1m over 3 years, with large scale 
projects in the range of €5m - €10m total 

cost encouraged. SME participation in the 
consortium is essential and co-funding 
from enterprise partners will be required. 
The initial call for expressions of interest 
draws from research priority areas 
across: ICT, Health & Wellbeing, Food, 
Manufacturing & Materials, Services & 
Business Processes and Energy, Climate 
Action and Sustainability.

Disruptive 
Technologies 
Innovation Fund (DTIF)

Allocation in the NDP to 2027: €500m
Deadline date for submission of Expressions of Interest: 15th August 2018 (application 
date to be set for a date in September 2018)
Responsible Department: Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
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The CAF is designed to support projects 
that can contribute to Ireland meeting 
its climate and energy targets including 
renewable energy, district heating, energy 
efficiency and infrastructure projects.

Applicants can be from the public or 
private sector and the fund is open 
to projects seeking support of €1m or 
more that are scheduled to commence 
development in 2019 or 2020.

To be eligible, projects must not be availing 
of other support measures, including the 
Renewable Energy Support Scheme and 
cannot be applying to any of the other 
three funds. The fund will provide up to 
50% of the total investment costs of a 
project.

Climate Action 
Fund (CAF)

Allocation in the NDP to 2027: €500m
Submission deadline date under current call for proposals: 1st October 2018
Responsible Department: Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment

To discuss any of these funds or any relevant projects please  
get in touch with Michael Flynn or your usual contact at Deloitte.
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With over 3,000 people in Ireland, Deloitte 
provides audit, tax, consulting, and 
corporate finance services to public and 
private clients spanning multiple industries. 
With a globally connected network of 
member firms in more than 150 countries, 
Deloitte brings world class capabilities and 
deep local expertise to help clients succeed 
wherever they operate.

We serve more than 80% of the world's 
largest companies, as well as large 
national enterprises, public institutions, 
international organisations, governments 
and successful, fast-growing global 
companies.

Our Infrastructure and Capital Projects 
specialists offer an end-to-end service for 
investors, developers, and operators in 
both the public and private sectors across 
the entire lifecycle of an asset. With many 
years' experience working on some of the 
world's largest and most complex projects 
and transactions, our global network brings 
together world-class best practice and 
market-leading expertise with in-depth 
knowledge of local markets and the range 
of infrastructure asset types.

We have cross service teams that specialise 
in sectors such as Real Estate, Energy & 
Resources and Digital Technologies.
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Deloitte
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At Deloitte, we make an impact that matters for our clients, our people, our 
profession, and in the wider society by delivering the solutions and insights 
they need to address their most complex business challenges. As the largest 
global professional services and consulting network, with approximately 263,900 
professionals in more than 150 countries, we bring world-class capabilities and 
high-quality services to our clients. In Ireland, Deloitte has nearly 3,000 people 
providing audit, tax, consulting, and corporate finance services to public and 
private clients spanning multiple industries. Our people have the leadership 
capabilities, experience and insight to collaborate with clients so they can move 
forward with confidence.

This publication has been written in general terms and we recommend that 
you obtain professional advice before acting or refraining from action on any of 
the contents of this publication. Deloitte Ireland LLP accepts no liability for any 
loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from action as a result of any 
material in this publication.

Deloitte Ireland LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in Northern Ireland 
with registered number NC1499 and its registered office at 19 Bedford Street, 
Belfast BT2 7EJ, Northern Ireland.

Deloitte Ireland LLP is the Ireland affiliate of Deloitte NWE LLP, a member firm of 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited, a UK private company limited by guarantee 
(“DTTL”). DTTL and each of its member firms are legally separate and independent 
entities. DTTL and Deloitte NWE LLP do not provide services to clients. Please 
see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more about our global network of member 
firms.
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