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GES NewsFlash—Tech@SG pilot 
programme set for Q4 launch 
Talent—The key to operational strategy. 

 

Greetings from your Tax & Legal team at Deloitte Singapore. 

We are pleased to update you on the following: 

Singapore has announced plans for a pilot program to 
ease immigration requirements for tech workers. 

The program, called Tech@SG, is set to launch in the fourth 

quarter of 2019. The program is designed to ease Employment 
Pass requirements for core team members of certain tech 

firms, with a focus on those in high-growth areas such as 
digital, medtech, biotech, cleantech, agritech and fintech. 

 Implementation time frame: The pilot is expected to 

launch in the fourth quarter of 2019 that will last for two 
years.  

 Visas/permits affected: Employment Pass.  
 Who is affected: Tech companies in Singapore.  
 Business impact: Officials hope the program will help 

Singapore draw top foreign talent in the tech field to 
help grow the sector.  

 
Singapore’s Economic Development Board (EDB) and 

Enterprise Singapore announced the program in a statement 
released on 30 July 2019. Few specifics were included on how 
the program will ease Employment Pass requirements, but the 

Straits Times quoted an EDB spokesman who said changes to 
the program could include “considering alternative factors in 

the application if needed, such as the stock options 
remuneration of the core team members, or if they have deep 
skills in place of formal academic qualifications.” 

 
Singapore has stressed the importance of developing its local 

workforce. Chng Kai Fong, EDB’s Managing Director, said in 
the statement that the program will not only help companies 
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fill their workforce needs, but will also create opportunities for 

local workers “to work in globally competitive teams alongside 
top engineers and entrepreneurs from all over the world”. 

 

Deloitte Singapore’s view 

The creation of Tech@SG is a major policy development for 
Singapore that could help tech companies meet workforce 

needs and remain globally competitive. Additional information 
is expected in the lead-up to the program’s implementation. 

Updates will be provided as information becomes available. 
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Deloitte Legal International Pte. Ltd. and Sabara Law LLC 

provide only legal services; and are legally separate and 
independent from other Deloitte entities. 
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cross-border legal matters 
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across Southeast Asia. 
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Singapore Law matters. 
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This GES NewsFlash information is also included in our 

biweekly GES newsletter, Global InSight, which you will 
receive directly if you are on the central distribution list. 
 

If you are not on the central distribution list and received this 
communication by some other means, you can subscribe to 

Global InSight by clicking here. 
 
Be sure to visit our website www.deloitte.com/sg/tax. 
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