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GES Newsflash 

Moving together. Making tomorrow. 
  

Greetings from your tax team at Deloitte Singapore. We are pleased 

to update you on the following: 

Singapore: Strict enforcement of housing requirements for 

foreign employees 

As of 14 September 2018, authorities will require the residential 

address of a work pass holder upon issuance of the pass. 

The Ministry of Manpower (MOM) recently announced that work 

passes will only be issued if the declared residential address meets 

the housing requirements for foreign employees. This stricter 

enforcement comes after the MOM observed cases of foreign workers 

living in overcrowded premises, as well as cases where applicants 

reflect commercial buildings as residential addresses in their 

applications. 

   

Deloitte Singapore's view 

Employers should pay particular attention to ensure that there will 

be no delays in issuing work passes and ensuring that the target 

start dates are met. 

Deloitte Singapore recommends that instead of using a commercial 

building or office address in work pass applications, employers 

should reflect the foreign employee’s finalised residential address. In 

the event where a foreign employee is still finalising their permanent 
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residence; the hotel or serviced apartment that they are residing at 

should be reflected as their residential address upon issuance of the 

work pass; but only as an interim residence. It must be emphasised 

to the foreign employee that they need to update the MOM as soon 

as they move to a permanent address. 
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This GES NewsFlash information is also included in our biweekly GES 

newsletter, Global InSight, which you will receive directly if you are 

on the central distribution list. 

  

If you are not on the central distribution list and received this 

communication by some other means, you can subscribe to Global 

InSight by clicking here. 

  

Be sure to visit us at our website www.deloitte.com/sg/tax. 
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Deloitte tax@hand is a 

convenient, customisable tax news 

and information resource designed for 

global tax professionals, on any device. 

Deloitte tax@hand is: 

 Comprehensive—your trusted 
source for the latest tax news, 

information, and resources from a 
growing list of supported countries 
and languages. 

 Customisable—create your 
account using single sign-on social 
platforms, then build a custom 

library of content from your region 
or language to read now or later, 
with available real-time notifications of new postings. 

 Convenient—instantly access Deloitte tax@hand via our 
mobile-optimised website on any device, or download the 

Deloitte tax@hand mobile app from the App Store or Google 
Play. 

 Current—Stay informed with the latest global and regional tax 

news, information, and resources from Deloitte, a trusted 
global tax leader. 
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