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2025 National Tax Conference, 6 August 2025

General Tax Update
Stay in tune with the latest changes
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Alex Kingston
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Our presenters today
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Investment boost

Playing on the world stage

Tax guidance galore

Software and tech issues

Looking ahead

The set-list:  setting the stage

Investment Boost

Is it hitting the right notes?
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Investment Boost

• What is it? 

• What it applies to

• Exclusions 

• No limits

• Optional application 
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$1,000,000 asset with a 20% SL depreciation IR rate on 1 Oct 2025 (March balance date)

• Investment boost deduction: $1,000,000 x 20% = $200,000

• Cost base is reduced

• Year 1 depreciation 1,000,000 - 200,000 = 800,000 x 20% SL x 6/12 months  = $80,000

How it works
Investment Boost

Year 0 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Impact of investment Boost 280,000 160,000 160,000 160,000 160,000 80,000

Normal depreciation only 100,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 100,000

• If an asset is sold for more than ATV, depreciation recovery income will arise  - Investment  Boost 
claimed is included in disposal calculations
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• Commercial buildings 

• New to New Zealand assets 

• R&D Tax incentive 

• Agriculture and forestry regimes 

• Mixed use assets 

• Low value assets / pooling threshold

 

Applications to think about 
Investment Boost
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• Fixed asset registers

• Tax return disclosure

• Deferred tax issues

• Capital contributions

Practical issues
Investment Boost
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Are we in tax harmony?
Playing on the world stage

• Trump tariffs and “The One, Big 
Beautiful Bill” 

• Digital services tax: Proposal dumped

• FIF rules: New calculation method for 
migrants and returning expats

• Thin capitalisation settings under 
review

• BEPS compliance process updated for 
2025

Playing on the world stage
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Tax guidance galore 
Hits and highlights 

Inland Revenue guidance

♪ Off-market share cancellations 
made in lieu of a dividend

♪ Amalgamation issues 

♪ Partnerships and limited 
partnerships

♪ Carrying forward tax losses 
under the Business Continuity 

Test

♪ Mutual transactions of 
associations

♪ Employee share 
schemes

♪ Identifying the relevant item of 
property for depreciation

♪ Claiming deductions for expenses 
incurred on repairing recently acquired 

capital assets

♪ Emissions trading 
scheme

Is IR striking the right chord?

♪ Tax residence
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Land rules generally

• When land is acquired

• Land acquired for a purpose or 
intention of disposal

• Regular pattern of land 
transactions

Bright line rule

• What is the BL start date for the 
2-year rule?

• Lifestyle block sales

• Roll over relief rules

• Business premises exclusion

Cranking up the compliance (on property issues)

Inland Revenue guidance

Short-stay accommodation

• Standard tax rules

• Renting out own home or dwelling 

• Mixed-asset rules

IR active in this space

• Property under scrutiny

• Using LINZ data
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Finding your groove
Software and tax

• Deductibility of SaaS costs

• 1993 guidance withdrawn 
(Nov 2024)

• R&D Tax Incentive

• International trends / 
royalties

• Integrity issue on the 
work program 

“to clarify the income 
tax treatment of 
software development 
expenditure”
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Looking ahead
Future melodies?
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Don’t miss a beat

Looking ahead 

August tax bill – imminent

Trust disclosure post implementation 
review 

Not-for-profits consultation 

Long-term insights briefing

Election 2026 
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Encore!  Questions

Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms, and their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte 
organisation”). DTTL (also referred to as “Deloitte Global”) and each of its member firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot 
obligate or bind each other in respect of third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of each 
other. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about to learn more.

Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited is a company limited by guarantee and a member firm of DTTL. Members of Deloitte Asia Pacific Limited and their related entities, each of which 
is a separate and independent legal entity, provide services from more than 100 cities across the region, including Auckland, Bangkok, Beijing, Bengaluru, Hanoi, Hong Kong, 
Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Melbourne, Mumbai, New Delhi, Osaka, Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore, Sydney, Taipei and Tokyo.

Deloitte provides leading professional services to nearly 90% of the Fortune Global 500® and thousands of private companies. Our people deliver measurable and lasting 
results that help reinforce public trust in capital markets and enable clients to transform and thrive. Building on its 180-year history, Deloitte spans more than 150 countries 
and territories. Learn how Deloitte’s approximately 460,000 people worldwide make an impact that matters at www.deloitte.com.

Deloitte New Zealand brings together more than 1900 specialist professionals providing audit, tax, technology and systems, strategy and performance improvement, risk 
management, corporate finance, business recovery, forensic and accounting services. Our people are based in Auckland, Tauranga, Hamilton, Rotorua, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Queenstown and Dunedin, serving clients that range from New Zealand’s largest companies and public sector organisations to smaller businesses with 
ambition to grow. For more information about Deloitte in New Zealand, look to our website www.deloitte.co.nz.

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”), its global network of member firms or their related entities 
(collectively, the “Deloitte organisation”) is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that 
may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser.

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of the information in this communication, and none of 
DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall be liable or responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with 
any person relying on this communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities.
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