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The Energy Trilemma
An Australian transport perspective
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Emissions by fuel and vehicle type13, 14, 15
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Decrease in cost of 
battery storage 
since 200812
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Improvement in 
average fuel efficiency 
of Australian vehicles 
over 40 years from 
12.6L/100km in 1976 
to 10.6L/100km 201611

91%
Of Australia's transport fuel 
(Petrol and Diesel) is imported as refined 
product or as crude oil to be refined1

34 
Days of fuel stocks  
(refined product and crude oil) in Australia2

$25bn 
Spent annually on importing 
crude oil and refined product in 
2017, the largest non-service 
commodity imported3

Road transport is the single 
largest end use of energy in  
Australia with 33% of final 
energy consumption4

12.5 
years of recoverable 
petroleum resource life at 
current production rates16

Transport is the 
third largest household 
expense after housing 
and food8

80%
 

Decrease in capital 
cost of solar PV 
since  200812
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