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Dan Jones
Global Lead for Sport
Deloitte LLP

Over the last 30 years Deloitte has
developed a unique focus on the business
of sport, led from the UK and regularly
partnering with other Deloitte colleagues
around the world.

Our specialist Sports Business Group offers
a multi-disciplined expert service with
dedicated people and skills capable of
adding significant value to the business of
sport. Whether it is benchmarking or
strategic business reviews, operational
turnarounds, revenue enhancement
strategies or stadium/venue development
plans, business planning, market and
demand analysis, acquisitions, due
diligence, expert witness, audits or tax
planning; we have worked with more clubs,
leagues, governing bodies, stadia
developers, event organisers, commercial
partners, financiers and investors than any
other advisor.

The Sports Business Group also publishes
thought leadership that is recognised as
authoritative analysis within the sports
industry. The recently-released 30th edition
of the Deloitte Annual Review of Football
Finance profiles the impact of COVID-19 on
European club football finances during the
2019/20 season, as well as some key trends
emerging from the global pandemic; the
recent surge of private equity interest in
football, the continued convergence of
sport with technology and media, a
renewed focus on sustainability, and the
growth opportunities for women’s football.
In addition, each year the Deloitte Football

Deloitte.

Riding the challenge
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Money League profiles the highest revenue
generating clubs around the world. To find
out more about these publications,
services and experience, please visit www.
deloitte.co.uk/sportsbusinessgroup.

COVID-19 impacted countries and
industries around the world, and Japanese
football was no exception. The postponed
2020 season eventually saw Kawasaki
Frontale claim their third J-League title, in a
season largely played with restrictions on
the number of fans able to attend matches.

That absence of fans from matches, and
the associated financial and sporting
impact, will also extend into the 2021
J-League season, which will be contested
by 20 teams following the league’s decision
to suspend relegation for the 2020 season
in response to the pandemic.

With Japan having secured its highest ever
medal haul at the re-arranged Tokyo
Olympic Games in 2021, we hope that the
Olympics of “hope, solidarity and peace”
will encourage more fans and players back
to sport as the country begins its journey of
recovery from the pandemic.

The sixth edition of the J-League
Management Cup profiles a season like no
other, where the relationship between the
football and financial worlds became every
more intertwined, and assesses the impact
of COVID-19 on Japanese football in 2020
and beyond.
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